[Corneal melting after ocular surgery in patients with auto-immune disorders].
Two women aged 78 and 74 years respectively, both with dry eyes due to underlying auto-immune disorders, presented after uncomplicated cataract surgery with immunostromal corneal ulceration. Intensive topical lubrication combined with systemic immunosuppressants were necessary to control the corneal melt. Dry eyes are a frequently-encountered problem among patients with rheumatoid disorders and increase the risk of corneal melting. Auto-immune related corneal melting can occur spontaneously or after ocular surgery, it threatens visual acuity and ocular integrity and may be associated with systemic vasculitis. When treating patients with rheumatoid disorders, the presence of dry eyes and the accompanying risk of serious complications need to be ascertained. In patients at risk, pre-operative preventive measures to suppress any underlying systemic disorders and improve the ocular environment are necessary. When corneal melting is diagnosed, aggressive topical therapy combined with systemic immunosuppressants is indicated.